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County Commissioners Vote Unanimously to
Place Cincinnati Zoo Levy on March 4, 2008 Ballot

Friends of the Cincinnati Zoo Launch Campaign, Website

CINCINNATI  – The Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden announced today that the Board of Hamilton County

Commissioners has voted unanimously to place on the March 4, 2008 Primary Election ballot an issue to

provide property tax support for the Zoo for five-years (2009-2013).  The Zoo currently receives support via a

property tax levy approved by Hamilton County voters in 2003 for the years 2004-2008.

The levy approved today by the Board of Hamilton County Commissioners would generate, if approved

by Hamilton County voters, a total of $36.3 million over five years, or approximately $7.2 million annually.

The levy would cost the owner of a $100,000 home $9.44 per year, an increase of $0.32 over the first year of

the current levy, which was passed by voters in 2003.  The levy amount was recommended by the Hamilton

County Tax Levy Review Committee after a thorough review of the Zoo’s request to be placed on the ballot.

For more information regarding the 2008 Zoo Levy Campaign, please visit www.friendsofthecincinnatizoo.org,

or call the Campaign Manager, Jesse Dunbar at 513-475-6171.

The levy generates 23% of the Zoo’s total annual budget.  Proceeds of the tax levy can only be used for

the care and feeding of the Zoo’s collection of animals, horticulture, and maintenance of Zoo facilities.

 “We are excited for the opportunity to once again stand before the voters of Hamilton County and share

the wonderful story of the Cincinnati Zoo and how it makes Hamilton County a better place to live,” said Thane

Maynard, Executive Director, Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden. “The voters of Hamilton County have been

very supportive of the Zoo since we first asked for their support in 1981.  We’re in the business of creating



adventure, conveying knowledge and conserving nature for the residents of this community and the more than

one million people who visit the Zoo annually.”

The Center for Economic Education and Research at the University of Cincinnati recently found the

Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden has a total economic impact of $124.6 million in the Greater Cincinnati

region, an amount that is projected to increase by more than $ 4 million per year.  The report also showed the

Zoo as an important source of jobs and earnings for local workers.  The Zoo generates over 1,600 jobs with

$42.7 million in household earnings.  Two of three Zoo employees live in Hamilton County.

The world famous Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden was rated the #1 attraction locally and one of

the top zoos in the nation by Zagat Survey.  It has also been recognized by Child Magazine as one of "The 10

Best Zoos for Kids."  Over one million people visit the Zoo’s award-winning exhibits, and more than 500

animal and 3000 plant species annually. The Zoo is an accredited member of the American Zoo & Aquarium

Association (AZA) and the American Public Gardens Association (APGA), is internationally known for its

success in the protection and propagation of endangered animals and plants, and engages in research and

conservation projects worldwide.
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